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keep in Hope.    Thus both Greek legend and Biblical tradition
alike represent woman as the first cause of evil and death.

The legend of the five ages of mankind transports us to quite
another region of tradition. According to this, the gods first
created a golden race of men, who lived free from care and
sorrow, while the earth, of its own accord, furnished them with
all that was necessary to support life. Subject neither to the
infirmities of age nor to the pangs of sickness and disease, men
at last sank peacefully, as into a sweet sleep, to death. In what
manner the golden age disappeared is not related; we are only
told that this race, notwithstanding its disappearance, still con-
tinues to exist in the upper world, in the shape of good spirits,
who guard and protect mortals. After this, the gods created a
second (silver) race of men, who were, however, far inferior to
their predecessors, both in mind and body. They passed their
. time in idle and effeminate pursuits, and refused to pay the gods
due honours. Zeus, in his wrath, thereupon blotted them out
from the face of the earth, and created the third (brazen) race of
mankind out of ash wood. This race proved headstrong and
violent. They were of giant stature and great strength, and
took pleasure in nothing but battle and strife. Their weapons,
houses, and utensils were of bronze, iron not yet being known.
Zeus was not compelled to destroy this evil race, since they
destroyed themselves in their bloodthirsty strife. According to
another account, they were destroyed by the Hood of Deucalion.
Deucalion appears to have been a son of Prometheus, while
his wife Pyrrha was the daughter of Epimetheus and Pandora.
Zeus having determined to destroy the corrupt race of the third
or bronze age by a flood, Prometheus warned his son, who built
himself an ark, into which he retired with his wife when the
waters began to rise. Nine days and nights he was tossed on the
waters; at length bis vessel rested on Mount Parnassus in Boeotia,
He disembarked, and immediately offered a sacrifice of thanks-
giving to Zeus the preserver. Pleased at his gratitude, Zeus
granted his prayer for the restoration of the human race; and Deu-